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In 1998, then New York City Council Speaker Peter F. Vallone Sr. established “The New York City Council Academic
Scholarship.” In 2001, the Council renamed the program, “The Speaker Peter F. Vallone Academic Scholarship,” to
honor Speaker Vallone Sr. for his commitment to making college more affordable. After many years of fighting to protect
the scholarship, it was ultimately defunded in 2011 leaving many CUNY students without the resources they need and
further threatening access to college for others.

Vallone Scholarship Eligibility

The award was available to full-time students who enrolled directly into a CUNY college within a year of graduating
from a New York City high school, public or private, with a 3.0 or higher GPA. Scholars had to enroll in an
associate's or baccalaureate degree program and maintain a cumulative B average or higher. Baccalaureate degree
students were eligible for a maximum of 10 semesters of scholarship award. Associate's degree students were
eligible for 6 semesters.’

Undocumented Vallone Scholars

Undocumented youth are currently ineligible for any federal and state financial aid that would encourage access to
college and success thereafter. The Vallone Scholarship was one of the few programs that were available to
undocumented New Yorkers who went on to attend CUNY.

The Impact of the Vallone Scholarship

Roughly 14,000 Vallone Scholars once received up to $1,450 per year, which at that time paid for nearly half of the
cost of tuition at CUNY." The annual award dwindled to an amount of $500 per recipient over the last decade before
being eliminated all together. '

Why We Need the Vallone Scholarship

President Obama has called for more Americans to have a post-secondary education to meet the growing demands of
a 21% century workforce."” However, college costs have grown so much in recent years that next year’s maximum
Federal Pell Grant will cover the smallest share of college costs since the start of the program.” Since 2008, New
York State has cut more than $1.7 billion to higher education,” including cuts to community colleges of more than
$443 per FTE (adjusted for inflation)."" Meanwhile, TAP has remained idle with a maximum award of $5,000, not
keeping pace with rising costs*' such as CUNY tuition, which jumped $1,400 since the downturn in the economy
and is expected to hit $6,330 by 2016.™ The perfect storm of budget cuts, rising costs, inadequate financial aid and
the surge in enrollment have heightened the demand for greater New York City investment in programs that work,
such as the Peter F. Vallone Academic Scholarship, which helps to make college more accessible and affordable.

Act Now!

Urge the New York City Council, Speaker Christine Quinn, and Mayor Michael
Bloomberg to bring back the Peter F. Vallone Academic Scholarship!
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